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BLECTIONS IN ANDHRA STATE (IMDIA)

EZlections (first ever to be held im state) start 11 Feb.,

last 5 days. At issue - whether Indian goverament will

permit Communist Party to wie comntrol of & state legisliature

(would be first state victory for Communists since Indianm

independence).

A. Communists historically strong in Andhra: Actually beld
control of area in 1948-1950.
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Btill stromg today, slthough shifted from violest to
penceful tactics,

Started their election campaign 2 sonths before énn-
gress Party did,

Unlike local Comgress orgasization, which split by
persopal rivalries, Commupists fairly well-kmit,
Using some top movie stars in campaigwing.

Eave shtpm in 2,000 vew bicycles to help their
workers in electioneering.

B. Congress Party shows no signs of appealing to voters
by similar means, but making desperate effort prevent
Communist victory.
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2.

Congress usisg "stmg_—-urn" tactics, ;WW in
RORSY .

Congress' strongest organizer (B, E, Patil) has been
sent to Asdhra appirently with unlimited authority,

funds, Mooy, [/
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C. Both Congress snd Comsunists claim will wis over 100
seats (of total 196): Outcome actually umcertsis.
Apparestly will depend on extent Comgress Party willing
to use illegal tactics. | | |
11. if Comgress Party ussuccessful in rigging elections, probda-
2131ty is that govermment will declars Andhra state to be
m'”?éﬁmnt‘s fule” on grounds election mismansgement,
A. State has been under "Prosidest's Bule” since Fovesber
'54, whes Congress-comtrolled goversmest fell is "se
contidence” vote (aps«iuan move to repeal local

wm&iﬁm).
111. Buch & gmmnt move would de mo solutios to basie prob-

lem,
A, Tould bde open aduission by Coagress Mty of imability
to rale &nﬁn by democratic neaus. '
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KBC BRIEFIRG 8 February 1955

BACEGROUKD - ELECTIONS IN ANDERA

L. Andhra state formed in Oct B3 from the Telugu-speaking
porthern distriets of Madras siste. Population--21, 500,000,
Large percentage (specific figures not available) are Com-
nunists or supporters,

A, Andbra is first ”Ixngaigtia“ state in India, Its future
is icportant as an example for other areas, such as
parts of Bosbay, Madras and the Punjab, where thers is
a strong desire to form nev linguistic states, The
Congress Party has stated that other linguistic would
be formed if Andhra experiment successful,

B. Andhra state comprises sastern half of India's largest
Comsmunist strong-hold (other half being in Hyderabad
state). Between '48 and '30, vhole ares was under
Communist control and was recovered by the government
only through use of troops and armed police.

C. Peb 11 elections will be first held in Andhra, Present
legislative sssemblymen were moved over from the elected
Madras legislature when Andhra created. Andhrs legisla-~
ture has been on shaky grounds from beginning since

seither Congress Party sor Communists had slearcut
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Il. The Congress-controlled government fell en 8 November 1954
during an opposition effort to repeal prohibition. Ia a no-~
confidence vote, two Congressmen and some Indepeandents voted
with the opposition, overriding the expressed views of
national Congrusa Icndorskip. |

IIX. During Andhra elections, 376 candidates will comtest total
of 196 seats iz state legislature (3 Congressmen already
slected unopposed). Congress Party contesting 134 sents
and its allies alrnere. ﬂo-uuaiats contesting 160 aseats,
other opposition parties 47 seats. Independents contesting
178.
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